
Opposition to "Same Sex Marriage" is NOT an Act of Hate Towards Homosexuals 

 

Recently, a video went "viral" on YouTube which captured an amateur film-maker very 

disrespectfully condemning opposers of "same sex marriage" as  being hateful (the recent 

Chic-Fil-A “bully” controversy - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jg-jzlWcc0E ).   

 

This essay aims to address head-on that erroneous viewpoint. 

 

The Roman Catholic Church, of which I am a faithful member, is arguably the most 

prominent of the Christian sects which always has had, and always will have, an official 

and firm stance in opposing the possibility of marriage for homosexual persons. 

 

Is opposition to homosexual marriage, and in particular the stance of the Catholic 

Church, an act of hatred?  Or, rather, is that firm stance instead an act of the highest form 

of love and charity?  This essay attempts to convince the reader of the latter conclusion, 

and attempts to refute the former one. 

 

CATHOLIC OPPOSITION TO ALL FORMS OF SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

 

First of all, it must be stated emphatically that the Catholic position is in no way limited 

to opposing homosexual acts as the only decadent form of immoral sexual activity - the 

Catholic Church is an "equal opportunity" opposer of all forms of immorality, and not 

merely sexual immorality either.   

 

The recent sex scandals caused by Priests within the Catholic Church are admittedly 

horrific abuses.  However, we must keep in mind that they were acts of treason to Her 

teachings on sexual immorality.  Just as a traitor to American democracy does not 

undermine its foundational principles of freedom and justice for all, neither do those 

traitorous Priests and Bishops - who have perpetrated, ignored, or allowed the sexual 

abuse and predation of minors to occur - undermine the truths, foundational principles, 

and authority of Catholic teaching on sexual immorality. 

 

With even a cursory glance at just the different forms of sexuality immorality which are 

condemed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), one would find that 

homosexual acts are merely one of a rather long list; some of them on this list might be 

shocking even to non-Catholic Christians: 

 

        A)  Homosexual acts (CCC #2357) 

        B)  Masturbation (CCC #2352) 

        C)  Lust (CCC #2351) 

        D)  Sex outside of marriage - i.e. fornication (CCC #2353) 

        E)  Prostitution (CCC #2355) 

        F)  Pornography (CCC #2354) 

        G)  Rape and Incest (CCC #2356) 

        H)  Adultery (CCC #2380-2381), 

        I)  Polygamy & Bigamy (CCC #2387) 



        J)  Abortion (CCC #2270-2271), and 

        K)  Surgical Sterilization and/or the use of Artificial Contraception (CCC #2370), and even 

        L)  Divorce, since it often leads to, or is preceded by, the grave sin of adultery (CCC 

#2384-2385) 

 

Thus, as the long (but, by no means exhaustive) list above shows, the position that 

faithful Catholics must hold in opposition to homosexual activity is by no means the only 

one that must be taken against gravely disordered sexual immorality rampant in the world 

today.  Would those who deem Catholics hateful towards active homosexuals also deem 

us as being hateful toward persons who commit the other 11 classes of immoral sexual 

acts listed above?  If so, then Catholics would be hateful of the vast majority of the 

citizens in Western societies today!  No.  We are not hateful towards them because of our 

beliefs on sexual immorality. 

 

It then would seem that there is only one logical answer to the question - is 

Christian/Catholic opposition to homosexual activity and "same sex marriage" an act of 

hate?  Namely, it would have to be one of two responses:   

 

a) that the assertion of hatred would have to be an all-or-none pronouncement - i.e. either 

the Catholic Church hates every person who commits any of the above immoral sexual 

acts, or else  

 

b) the Catholic position is actually a supreme act of great love and true charity towards 

persons who embrace any form of immoral sexual activity.   

 

Faithful Catholics are compelled by the Church and our beliefs to oppose persons who 

advocate and/or tolerate homosexual acts, as well as those who advocate, tolerate, or 

indulge in any of the other 11 categories of immoral sexual activity.  The Catholic 

Church does not single out homosexual persons with our opposition. 

 

Catholics are all urged to vigorously and unabashedly oppose all kinds of illicit, immoral, 

and disordered human activities, sexual and non-sexual.  Yet, we must also treat with 

charity, kindness, and respect the persons who commit them - i.e. we must enact the old 

adage to "hate the sin, but love the sinner".  Certainly, the young female employee of 

Chick-Fil-A in the above mentioned YouTube video fulfilled her duty in that regard, as 

are all believers in Christ to do so. 

 

Our aim, as faithful followers of Christ - both Catholic and non-Catholic - is to somehow 

convince such sinful persons who have embraced sexual immorality, and/or those who 

support or tolerate those actions, to make a radical change in their views and behaviors.  

Our aim is not to judge persons per se, but rather that the judging of immoral actions will 

instead turn them away from their sinful behavior, and to cause them to embrace lives 

committed to upholding the true and full dignity of each human person, as well as 

honoring God in how they live.  This is particularly so in the use of our human sexual 

powers, in which each person - men and women alike - was made in the "image and 

likeness of God", each of whom has been given the opportunity to cooperate with God in 



the creation of and beauty of new human life (see "The gift of a child" - CCC # 2373 - 

2379). 

 

THE FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSE OF HUMAN SEXUAL POWERS 

 

Although the Catholic Church also teaches that moral sexual relations between a married 

man and woman are both good for their relationship as well as pleasurable (CCC #2360-

2363), it must be emphatically stated that Her traditional teaching has always been that 

the most fundamental purpose for human sexual relations is for the propagation of the 

human race - i.e. new human life.  It is undeniable that the human race would come to an 

end if our sexual powers were used exclusively for pleasure, unless the reproductive 

dimension of our human sexual capacity is respected and utilized. 

 

The sex organs of each of the genders are designed, first and foremost, for bringing about 

new human life.  That is even why those organs are collectively called the "reproductive 

system", and why they must be respected as such.  That is undeniably God's plan and 

design for that aspect of the human body. 

 

Now, let's make a comparison of the reproductive organs to other human organs.  What 

would we think of a person who used a natural and healthy part of their human body 

NOT for the most fundamental purpose that it exists, but instead used it solely for 

pleasurable purposes?  It would be delusional for a person to use his/her tongue only for 

tasting delicious foods, and never for speaking; it would be equally deluded for a person 

to use his/her eyes for looking only at pleasurable objects, and never for practical uses 

such as watching out for obstacles while walking or driving about; it would again be 

delusional to use human hearing exclusively for listening to pleasurable sounds, e.g. 

music and/or the beautiful songs of birds, and not for communication. 

 

That is the kind of insanity which is ultimately at the very heart of every immoral sexual 

act - it's just that modern Western culture refuses to see anymore the true reality of, and 

the need for, the moral use of human sexuality.  Immoral sexual thoughts, actions, and its 

tolerance and promotion in our society today often place the seeking of pleasure at the 

highest level of value for our sexual powers, while oftentimes the primary purpose for 

bringing new human life into existence is ignored or actively opposed.  This is especially 

the case for the acts of homosexual persons, which are completely contrary to the 

creation of new human life. 

 

There is ZERO percent chance of two homosexual persons of the same gender from ever 

creating a new human life, unless they bring in a 3rd party of the opposite gender as a 

surrogate into their relationship.  There is also a ZERO percent chance of homosexual 

sexual expression from EVER using the procreative sexual powers in a perfectly normal 

and healthy manner, as God intended and designed it.  As the Catechism of Catholic 

Church states it - " 'homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered.'  They are contrary to 

the natural law.  They close the sexual act to the gift of life.  They do not proceed from a 

genuine affective and sexual complementarity.  Under no circumstances can they be 

approved."  (CCC #2357, my emphases). 



 

Or, stating the official position of the Catholic Church into even more blunt terms - 

homosexual sexual expression is inherently insane or delusional, since it rejects the full 

reality of human sexuality.  Is it no wonder why the rates of promiscuity, contraction of 

HIV and STDs, suicide, the failure of "committed" relationships, and mental disorders 

are all so rampant amongst active homosexuals (see 

http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive/ldn/2009/may/09051403 )? 

 

THE UTTER INSANITY EVEN OF CONTRACEPTION 

 

And, perhaps this will come as a shock even to many so-called Catholics and non-

Catholics - it is an easy and short step logically to go from advocating the use of artificial 

contraception to advocating homosexuality - whereby openness to new human life is also 

refused, at least temporarily, via contraceptive use.  In other words, contraceptive acts are 

also just as delusional as any of the other previously mentioned immoral sexual acts.  

Contraceptive acts are as morally reprehensible as many of the other acts listed above, 

although they are not quite as morally reprehensible as homosexual acts, since at least the 

complementarity of the sexes is still preserved in contraceptive heterosexual sexual acts. 

 

For those who subscribe to belief in God, and especially Christians, here is what the use 

of artifical contraception ultimately tells Him: 

 

1)  You gave me a perfectly healthy human body. 

 

2)  You gave me the incredible privilege of using my amazing sexual powers to cooperate 

with You in bringing new human life into existence. 

 

3)  But, I have a better idea than You do, God, for how I may use the gift of my human 

sexuality.  At my own discretion, I have the option to disable, inhibit, abuse, or mutilate 

those incredible powers, just so that I can experience their pleasurable aspects exclusively 

whenever I like (e.g. by a woman pumping her body full of artificial hormones and/or 

other chemicals hostile to new life, or sterilization surgery, both of which radically 

change the normal and healthy way the female body naturally functions and was created). 

 

Is not that kind of statement to God completely delusional, as well as a thought process 

and act which is utterly insulting to our Creator?  Those who embrace contraception, 

homosexuality, and any of the other sexually immoral actions listed above are essentially 

telling God one of two utterly insane and ridiculous things: 

 

A)  God, You have no right to tell me how to use the human body that you created for me 

(essentially saying "I will not serve!" - the quote famously attributed to Satan), or 

 

B)  God, You made a mistake in how the human body was designed and/or should work, 

in regard to our sexual expression - i.e. You forgot to put an on/off switch into the human 

body to prevent the "burden" of a new human life from being created. 

 



God must be asking - "Are YOU kidding me?"   

 

Keep in mind, "God is not mocked...." - Galatians 6:7 

 

HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH'S TEACHINGS CHERISH & HONOR THE GIFT 

OF HUMAN SEXUAL POWERS 

 

The Catholic Church's teachings, ultimately, are aimed toward encouraging persons 

toward the exercise of his/her free will in two ways, both of which are healthy, normal, 

and which do honor and respect God:   

 

        First, the "freedom to do the good" (CCC #1733), and  

 

        Secondly, the "freedom from harm". 

 

The Catholic Church stands against the 12 immoral sexual behaviors above, and 

unabashedly advocates the chaste use of our sexual powers within the confines of 

traditional marriage between one man and one woman (see CCC #2350); this always has 

been, and always will be Her teaching.  For many reasons, there are enormous benefits 

individually and collectively which follow from embracing and following Catholic 

teaching on sexual morality, just a few of which are the following: 

 

        1)  It would build an openness to, and a higher level of respect for, the gift of new 

human life (again, see "The gift of a child" - CCC #2373-2379). 

 

        2)  It would build greater respect, awe, and sensitivity between husband and wife,  

 

        3)  It would strengthen the moral climate of society, as well as greater respect 

between the sexes within society (e.g. pornography and sexual exploitation would not be 

tolerated), 

 

        4)  If Catholic teaching were followed, it would eliminate the possibility of the 

spread and contraction of STDs, and 

 

        5)  It would increase the self-control and self-mastery of our human sexual powers. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Faithful Catholics are called to firmly oppose ALL forms of sexual immorality, of which 

homosexual acts are but one of a litany.   

 

Yet, we care compelled also to respect every person, especially persons with homosexual 

inclinations (see CCC #2358) who, knowingly or unknowingly, are most certainly 

harming themselves and society through the exercise of, the endorsement of, the 

promotion of, and/or the tolerance of any of the above 12 acts of sexual immorality. 

 



Ultimately, opposition to homosexual acts, "same sex marriage", and a multitude of other 

immoral sexual practices, is NOT an act of hatred - especially for faithful Catholics; that 

opposition is the highest act of respect and charity toward the dignity of each human 

person, and for the entire human race as a whole.   

 

Certainly, all Christian believers need to pray for the conversion of all of those who deem 

our opposition to their acts of sexual immorality as “hateful”.   Faithful Catholics are 

called to perform the Spiritual Works of Mercy – in the case of opposing “same sex 

marriage”, we are called to do one or two of those Works:  to admonish the sinner, and/or 

to instruct the ignorant. 

 

God help us all! 

 

Steven B. 

Plano, TX 

August 19, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


